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TRADE SUMMARY 
RECORD 1985/86 EXPORTS OF U.S. SEEDS 


U.S. exports of seeds for planting reached a record $263 million for the July 
1985-June 1986 marketing year, 3 percent above a year earlier. Exports of 
corn seed increased 32 percent to $89 million, while vegetable and forage seed 
exports declined 3 percent to $125 million and 7 percent to $60 million, 
respectively. Grain sorghum seeds slid 4 percent to $32 million and soybean 
seed exports dropped 14 percent to $16 million. Tree and shrub seed exports 
increased 45 percent to $2.5 million for the year. 


Five markets represented 53 percent of all U.S. exports for planting seeds for 
the marketing year. Italy was the best market for seeds for planting last 
year with shipments increasing 41 percent to $48.9 million in value. Corn 
seed made up 43 percent of the total or $20.9 million. Other seeds making up 
a large portion of U.S. exports to Italy were vegetable seeds and soybean 
seeds which totaled $13.5 million and $8.0 million, respectively. Exports to 
Mexico, the second largest market for U.S. planting seeds, dropped 14 percent 
to $48.6 million. Vegetable seed shipments increased 20 percent to $18.4 
million, and sorghum seed increased 5 percent to $13.2 million while forage 
imports were steady at $7.6 million. Corn and soybean seeds experienced 
decreases. Shipments to France, Japan, and Canada totaled $35.2 million, 
$32.8 million, and $25.0 million, respectively. 


Exports to the European Community (EC) totaled $136.7 million, 39 percent 
above a year earlier and 38 percent of total seed export value. Corn seed 
($55.6 million) made up 41 percent of total shipments to the EC while 
vegetable seed totaled $40.6 million. 


Mexico dropped to second place by total seed export value due to a concerted 
effort on the part of the Mexican Government to become more self-sufficient in 
seed production. 


Other factors which affect total exports of a particular kind of seed to a 
particular country are a consideration of Government economic policies which 
affect exports or production, health and sanitary restrictions, and local 
weather conditions. 


Total forage and turf seed exports decreased 24 percent to 39,613 metric tons 
in volume and 7 percent in value to $59.9 million. Exports to Japan increased 
11 percent over a year ago to $11.6 million. Other major markets were Canada, 
Mexico, and Italy with U.S. shipments totaling $10.0 million, $7.6 million, 
and $3.8 million, respectively. Shipments to the EC increased 3 percent in 
value to $13.3 million while decreasing 13 percent in volume to 9,271 tons 
from a year earlier. 


Alfalfa was the largest value forage seed export item, totaling $18.0 million, 
15 percent below a year earlier. Mexico, Canada, and Saudi Arabia were the 
principal alfalfa seed markets. Exports of ladino clover were down to $2 
million while red and other clover exports both increased to $2 million for 
the marketing year. Tall fescue exports dropped 20 percent to $1.8 million in 
value while exports of other fescues increased 18 percent to $4.1 million. 
Orchard grass exports declined 4 percent in volume to 1,287 tons but increased 


4 percent in value to $1.6 million, Exports of annual ryegrass were down 27 
percent to $4.6 million while perennial ryegrass exports increased a third in 
value to $2.0 million. Sudan grass moved well, totaling 1,943 tons valued at 
$1.5 million. Timothy seed exports dropped 11 percent to 1,742 tons but 
totaled $1.8 million in value, a 4-percent increase. 


Vegetable seed exports slowed last year, declining 3 percent in value to 
$125.1 million, 35 percent of total exports. Mexico, Japan, and Italy were 
the three largest markets with shipments valued at $18.4 million, $14.2 
million, and $13.5 million, respectively. Shipments to the EC increased 18 
percent in value to $40.6 million. The largest individual exports were of 
bean, sweet corn, pea, and tomato seeds. Bean seed exports rose 2 percent in 
volume to 14,522 tons and 3 percent in value to $15.4 million. Sweet corn 
shipments declined 2 percent in volume to 5,088 tons but jumped 15 percent in 
value to $15.3 million. Pea seed exports declined both in volume and 
value--15 percent to 15,982 tons and 9 percent to $11.0 million, 
respectively. Tomato seed exports increased 33 percent in volume to 319 tons 
and 65 percent in value to $9.3 million. 


Flower seed exports also slowed last year, declining 41 percent in volume to 
301 tons and 11 percent in value to $8.0 million. Major markets were the 
United Kingdom, the Netherlands, France, and Canada with shipments valued at 
$1.4 million, $1.1 million, $1.0 million, and $1.0 million, respectively. 
These four markets accounted for 56 percent of U.S. flower seed exports by 
value last year. 


Corn seed exports increased 24 percent in volume and 32 percent in value to 
40,348 tons and $88.9 million, respectively. The three largest markets for 
U.S. corn seed are Italy, which received 10,871 tons, followed by Bulgaria 
with 9,239 tons, and France with 4,804 tons. Shipments to the EC increased 
sharply for the second year, climbing 45 percent to 20,285 tons. 


Grain sorghum shipments declined 9 percent in volume and 4 percent in value 
from the previous year to 34,408 tons and $31.6 million. Exports to Mexico, 
the largest grain sorghum market, slipped 7 percent to 16,196 tons after 
falling 18 percent in 1984/85. Shipments to Venezuela, the second largest 
market, were up 9 percent to 7,737 tons valued at $12.1 million. 


Soybean seed exports also turned in a disappointing year, declining 20 percent 
in volume to 32,528 tons and 14 percent in value to $15.9 million. A 
156-percent increase in exports to Italy to 16,149 tons did not balance the 
58-percent decline in shipments to Mexico (to 6,061 tons) and the 100-percent 
decline to Nigeria (to 20 tons), among others. Also showing substantial 
declines were Canada, Japan, and South Korea. 


Exports of tree and shrub seeds, a new category, reached 121 tons (116 percent 
above the year before) and $2.5 million (a 45-percent increase). The major 
markets were the Federal Republic of Germany (317 tons), the Netherlands (26 
tons), and Australia (26 tons). 


NOTE: Publication of the circular was delayed due to errors in export data. 
Corrections have been made by the Bureau of Census and are used in the 
circular. 
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FAS Circulars: 


Market Information For 
Agricultural Exporters 


As an agricultural exporter, you 
need timely, reliable informa- 
tion on changing consumer 
preferences, needs of foreign 
buyers, and the supply and de- 
mand situation in countries 
around the world. 


The Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice can provide that information 
in its commodity circulars. 


World agricultural information 
and updates on special FAS 
export services for the food 
and agricultural trade all are 
available in these periodic 
circulars. . 


For a sample copy of these 
reports—which can supply you 
with the information you need 
to make sound busi- 

ness decisions—check the box 
indicated, fill out the address 
form and mail it today. 


To subscribe: Indicate which publications you want. Send a check for the total amount 
payable to the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s 
checks, or international money orders will be accepted. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 
Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Room 4644-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


No. of Subscriptions Subscription Rate 

Domestic Foreign 
—__ 10022 ~=©Cocoa (2 issues) $ 3.00 $4.00 
—___-«10003 = Coffee (3 issues) 5.00 10.00 
—___-—s- 10004 = Cotton (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 

Dairy, Livestock & Poultry: 
—_ 10005 Export Trade & Prospects (8 issues) 14.00 22.00 
—__: 10006 Meat & Dairy Monthly Imports (12 issues) 20.00 25.00 
___-—- 10007 ~—— Dairy Situation (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
—__-~=« 10008 _~—_ Livestock & Poultry Situation (2 issues) 4.00 7.00 
—__—-: 10009 = All 24 Reports Listed Above 41.00 58.00 
Grains: 

——_-—- 10010 World Grain Situation & Outlook (16 issues) 28.00 41.00 
—_. 10011 Export Markets for U.S. Grain (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
—_ «10013. + USSR Grain Situation & Outlook (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
—____-—«- 10014 _—s All 40 Reports Listed Above 63.00 91.00 
——_-—- 10015 ~— Horticultural Products (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
—_ 10016 Oilseeds & Products (13 issues) 27.00 42.00 
—_._—s«'10017~=3— Seeds (4 issues) 9.00 15.00 
—__—«q10018 + #Sugar, Molasses & Honey (3 issues) 5.00 8.00 
—___-—« 10019 Tea, Spices & Essential Oils (3 issues) 5.00 7.00 
—__._—«*10020~—Ss Tobacco (12 issues) 25.00 40.00 
—— 10021 World Crop Production (12 issues) 18.00 25.00 
—_.._:« 10023. += Wood Products (4 issues) 7.00 10.00 


Total Reports Ordered 


Total Subscription Price 


O Please send me a sample copy. 


Enclosed is my Check for $. Made Payable to Foreign Agricultural Service. 


Name (Last, first, middle initial) 


Organization or Firm 


Street or P.O. Box Number 


City State Zip Code 


Country 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 
USDA-FAS 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS WASHINGTON, D.C. 
PERMIT No. G-262 


PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 


If your address should be changed PRINT 
OR TYPE the new address, including ZIP CODE and 
return the whole sheet and/or envelope to: 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 4644 So. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 


